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Activity: Example of a Green Roof 
To see an example of a green roof project created by college kids, look at Macalester College’s First Green Roof, a project designed by college students in St. Paul, Minnesota with the help of a $10,000 grant they won from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in an energy conservation contest. 
The environmental aspect of this effort is the topic of a report: Campus Greening: Macalester College in World Watch Magazine. 						(Site: http://www.worldwatch.org/node/4652 )                                                            
For a detailed photographic and text report by the students of the creation of the green roof, visit Macalester College’s First Green Roof.                                     Site:http://www.macalester.edu/environmentalstudies/students/projects/macalestersfirstgreenroof.pdf )


After reviewing the above sites, report on the following questions: 
1.  There are at least three types of green roofing systems commonly built. Name or describe them, and list a key feature about each. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



2. Which kind did of green roof did Macalester choose, and why? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. The Macalester green roof is a kind of living laboratory. They want to collect data from it. What kinds of information can they get by monitoring their green roof—and by what means? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What are some of the benefits commonly associated with green roofs in general?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Name three steps the student group took to make the project appealing to the granting agency so they could win the $10,000. 
Step 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step 2: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step 3: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Lesson Adapted from: http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.php?BenchmarkID=8&DocID=496  
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