EEOS 480  Special Topics - Climate and Energy: Law, Policy and Management  Fall Semester 2010




Class Meetings:  Wednesday 4:00 – 6:30 PM 

 

Instructor Contact Information

	Professor:
John Duff

	Office:
Science Bldg. 1st floor, room 054

	Office Hours:
Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00-2:30  PM or by appointment

	E-mail: 
john.duff@umb.edu 

	Mailbox:
Environmental, Earth & Ocean Sciences (EEOS) (Science 1-012)

	Phone: 
617-287-7445


Course Description
This course examines legal, public policy and management issues related to Climate Change as well as those related to the development of renewable energy.  It begins with an on international overview of the socio-economic forces shown to influence climate change, the legal and economic mechanisms that have emerged to address such change and the evolving global energy portfolio (particularly efforts to develop renewable energy).  Current laws as well as evolving energy and climate change associated policies and regulations will be considered. Students participate in discussions of readings in the climate change and energy management literature, select and critically review an environmental or energy program from a climate change management perspective, and present their findings to the seminar.  

Grading will be based one case presentation 15%; two short papers reviewing environmental/energy management regimes or policies, 60% (i.e., 30% each); and, class preparedness and participation 25%.
Objectives

The goal of the assigned paper, presentations and in-class group experiences is to develop your capacity to critically assess climate change response and clean energy policy efforts. By completing the requirements of this course, you will better understand;

· How the legal, regulatory and market systems that support energy production affect climate change; 

· How international efforts to respond to climate change have developed; 
· Public policy mechanisms employed to respond to climate change; and, 

· The role of renewable energy development (and systems that support such development) in responding to climate change concerns.   
Required Texts/Materials
Text: Wold, C., Hunter, D. and Powers, M.,  Climate Change and the Law (2009)  LexisNexis 
ISBN: 9781422419120;   Textbook updates and supplemental materials:
http://www.lclark.edu/law/departments/law_faculty_resources/updates/climate_change_and_the_law/index.php
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change: http://unfccc.int/2860.php
US EPA Climate Change Indicators materials:   http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/indicators.html
Student Conduct & Cheating/Plagiarism

Papers and tests must be your original work. Copying or substantial paraphrasing without appropriate citations, or copying of the overall presentation structure from textbooks, journal articles, newspaper articles, or the World Wide Web will be considered plagiarism. These are grounds for removal from the class and/or University. Students are required to adhere to the University’s policy on Academic Standards, Cheating, and Plagiarism. It is available on pp. 358-365 of the 2009-2011 catalog. Additionally, you will be expected to understand the circumstances that merit attribution of others’ work and the manner in which appropriate references should be made. A good overview of proper quoting, paraphrasing and summarizing practices is set forth in http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/563/01/ .
Accommodations

Section 504 of the American with Disabilities Act of 1990 offers guidelines for curriculum modifications and adaptations for students with documented disabilities. If applicable, students may obtain adaptation recommendations from the Ross Center for Disability Services, Campus Center 2nd Fl., Rm. 2010, (617-287-7430). The student must present these recommendations and discuss them with each professor within a reasonable period preferably by the end of Drop/Add period.

Syllabus 

Week    Topic(s):


Assignment

	Week
	Assignment 
	Topic 

	1-2
	1-47;

IPCC, Climate Change 2007, 4th Assessment Report (AR4) ‐ Synthesis

Report, Summary for Policymakers, available at: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ar4/syr/ar4_syr_spm.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/indicators.html 
	How we got here.

The research that alerted the world to human induced climate change 

US EPA Climate Change overview

	3
	49-93
	Laws and policies governing mitigation efforts related to Climate Change

	4
	95-125
	Laws and policies governing mitigation efforts related to Climate Change

	5
	189–224; 

Reference: Kyoto Protocol, 947–66
	Kyoto Protocol Overview

	6
	225–270; 

Reference: Kyoto Protocol, 947–66
	Implementing Kyoto: The Flexibility Mechanisms

	7
	335–80 
	Post-Kyoto: Politics, Goals, Who

is Covered, Deforestation Intensity Targets, Action Targets, Policies and Maesures

	8
	465–496
	Introduction to U.S. Policies;

	9
	538-587
	Clean Air Act: Overview and EPA Authority (Mass v. EPA) Clean Air Act: Vehicle Emissions Standards and Preemption, Coal-Fired Power Plants and Future

	10
	588-630
	Endangered Species Act; National

Environmental Policy Act

	11
	651-713
	Energy Policy: The Traditional

ModelEnergy Policy: Reform

	12
	783-825
	Torts Cases and Causes of Action; Political Question; Future Implications

	13
	827-858
	State and Local Measures

	14
	Supplemental material 
	Copenhagen and beyond
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